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Rotary Club of Pearl Harbor-

www.pearlharborrotary.org 

President Connie Kraus welcomed members and guests to the 2,832nd 
meeting of the Rotary Club of Pearl Harbor where we look toward the 
future, keep our hearts in the present, and Reach within to Embrace 

Humanity!  

Club Service Director, Jeff Sarver gave the inspiration. Jeff has been a 
member of the Rotary Club of Pearl Harbor since August 9, 2011 and is 

owner of Sarver Industries. 

PE Doug Taylor led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Doug has been a 
member since February 13, 1984 and is the owner of the Ice Palace in 

Salt Lake. 

Augie Rey Fernandez led us in song.  Augie was inducted Dec. 20, 
2004 and is with Guardian of Life Insurance Company of American.  

Augie led us in singing God Bless America.  

 

President Connie opened the program by saying “Rotary is an 

organization of business and professional leaders united worldwide, who 

provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all 

vocation, and help build goodwill and peace in the world.  The Rotary 

Foundation provides scholarships, cultural and student exchanges.  

Rotary is widely regarded as the world’s largest private provider of 

international educational scholarships.  There are nearly 1.3 million 

members world-wide.” 

“Our Rotary Club of Pearl Harbor was 

formed in 1950.  This is our 10th annual 

heroes’ luncheon.  Our first was held in 

December 2001, when our membership 

thought it was appropriate to honor and thank 

those first responders who worked so hard 

and selflessly on September 11, 2001 after 

the attack on the World Trade Center.  To all 

our public servants and to the men and 

women who serve in our Armed Forces, we 

thank you for your service and your 

sacrifices.  It is an honor and a privilege to 

have you here today. “ 

During the buffet lunch, Augie Rey Fernandez entertained the members 

and guests with three songs.  Getting our patriotic juices flowing with 
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“Proud to be an American” and put us in the Christmas 

mood with “Mele Kalikimaka” and “White Christmas”. 

PP Harvey Gray paid tribute to member and Past 

President Robert Deibler saying that Bob passed away 

last December and that he 

could visualize Bob wearing 

a red Santa’s hat serving us 

eggnog as he did for many, 

many years at our annual 

Christmas dinner.  Bob was 

born in Rutland Iowa in 

1926, his family moved to 

Chicago where he grew up. 

Bob enlisted in the Navy in 

1943 and he enjoyed a career 

that spanned 30 years of 

service both at sea and 

ashore. He retired from the Navy in 1975 with the rank 

of Captain.  After he retired, he was active in various 

activities and charitable organizations; he served on the 

Armed Service Committee of the Chamber of 

Commerce from 1975-1980 and as a Director of USO 

Hawaii from 1977 to 2006 serving as President of the 

USO Hawaii from 1987-88.  Bob is survived by his 

wife Mimi and his daughter Debbie, who are with us 

today as part of our Rotary family. With his acceptance 

into the Rotary Club of Pearl Harbor in 1975, Bob 

discovered a new world in Rotary, one that would be 

most enjoyable and an important part of his life.  He 

rapidly became very involved in various Rotary 

projects: youth activities, sister club relationships, 

group study exchanges, community and international 

exchanges.  He served as club president from 1982-

1983 and as District Governor from 1992 to 1993. Bob 

lived his Rotary life in accordance with a Rotary 

International Theme, "Real Happiness is Helping 

Others". 
Harvey asked all to stand and toast Rotarian, Capt. 

Bob Deibler, one of the true Heroes of this Club.      

PP Steve Dyer and PP Jeff Deer called each hero to 

the stage and read their bio as General David Bramlett 

handed each one a Rotary coin and President Connie 

presented each with a Certificate of Appreciation for 

their Service to  Country and Community. 

KEVIN KEPLINGER 
Specialist, U.S. Army 

SPC Keplinger serves as a 
crewmember on a Chinook 
helicopter, with B Co., 3rd of the 
25th Aviation Regiment, the 
“Hillclimbers” at Schofield 
Barracks.  He has deployed to Iraq 
where he flew over 250 combat 
flight hours in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
earned an Army Commendation 
Medal.   On Oahu, SPC Keplinger was instrumental in 
saving the life of a snorkeler who got caught in a strong 
underwater current and began to struggle.  SPC 
Keplinger was one of two men who grabbed a life buoy 
and rushed to save the snorkeler.  He helped the 
snorkeler with first aid and encouragement until 
additional help arrived to swim the snorkeler into shore. 
 
JUSTIN I. THOMPSON 
Corporal, USMC 

A native of Tennessee, Corporal 
Thompson survived Basic Training 
at Parris Island, attended the 
Marine’s School of Infantry in 
Camp Lejeune, and then was 
assigned to 2nd Battalion, 3rd 
Marines at Kaneohe Bay.   He 
deployed to Iraq in 2006 and again 
in 2008.  He was deployed to 
Afghanistan in 2009 whereupon he received his second 
Combat Action Ribbon, then deployed to Afghanistan 
again in November of 2010.  In September of 2011 he 
attended the Corporal’s Course at Kaneohe Bay. He is 
currently in perhaps his most stressful assignment, as 
the 3rd Marine Regiment Commander’s driver.  
 
JONATHON BALDWIN 
Sergeant, USMC 

Sergeant Baldwin enlisted in the 
Marines in 2006.  While in 
Marine combat training, he was a 
squad leader and was awarded the 
“gung ho” award for 
distinguishing himself amongst 
his peers.  His first combat 
deployment was to Iraq, where he 
took part in over 50 combat 
missions and was awarded a meritorious mast.  During 



a recent deployment to Afghanistan, Sergeant Baldwin 
was responsible for ensuring safe and road worthy 
vehicles for over 120 combat logistics patrols, and also 
drove in over 25 combat logistics patrols himself.  
Sergeant Baldwin was selected as his regiment’s 
current NCO of the Quarter. 
 
XAVIER L. HARVEY 
Intelligence Specialist 2nd Class, 
USN 

Petty Officer Harvey enlisted in 
the US Navy in 2000 as a Postal 
Clerk. He deployed to both Iraq 
and Afghanistan in support of 
Operations Enduring Freedom 
and Iraqi Freedom.  In March of 
2009, he became an Intelligence 
Specialist, and currently serves at 
Pacific Command’s Joint 
Intelligence Operations Center.  He has served with the 
ships USS Shreveport and the USS Saipan and has also 
toured overseas to provide logistics for the Seventh 
Fleet its forward deployed ships.  His Special 
achievements include the Navy Achievement medal, 
two Armed Forces Expeditionary medals, the Global 
War on Terrorism medal, the Joint Meritorious Unit 
Award and a Most Outstanding Volunteer Service 
Medal. 
 
REED WILLIAMS 
Petty Officer First Class, USN 

From Dallas, Petty Officer 
Williams joined the Navy on 
December 7, 1997.  His first tour 
was aboard the carrier USS John 
C. Stennis for nearly four years.  
Currently he is at Joint Base 
Pearl Harbor Hickam serving as 
the Leading Petty Officer at 
Unaccompanied Personnel 
Housing, supervising 11 Sailors and 4 civilians, for all 
assets to include 8 BEQ buildings and 584 residents.  
He is the Neighborhood Watch coordinator for Catlin 
Park Housing with over 750 families.  He was 
President of the First Class Petty Officers Association 
and helped establish the first Sailor’s Attic in the US 
Navy, providing clothing, dishes, electronics, etc., to 
hundreds of military service members of all branches 
and their families.  At his Command, he teaches 
alcohol and drug awareness training, is an Individual 

Anti-Terrorism Coordinator, Fleet and Family 
Readiness Program Work Center Building Energy 
Monitor and Fire Warden. 
 
JONATHAN G. ODOM 
Commander, USN 

CDR Odom is a career JAG officer.  
He is currently the Deputy Legal 
Advisor to Commander, U.S. Pacific 
Command, stationed at Camp Smith.  
He is a graduate of Duke and the 
Wake Forest School of Law.  He 
joined the Navy in 1996, beginning 
his career as a prosecutor, first in 
Japan and then Europe, and also 
serving as an international law instructor at the Naval 
Justice School.  He has twice deployed to sea, has 
deployed to Kosovo, and deployed to Iraq as part of the 
2007 troop surge.  CDR Odom then served at the 
Pentagon and at Navy JAG HQ, advising on matters of 
international and operational law.  At PACOM since 
2008, CDR Odom's expertise includes law of the sea, 
law of armed conflict, rules of engagement, and the 
legal aspects of maritime security.  In March and April 
of 2011, CDR Odom deployed to Yokota Air Base, 
Japan, as a legal advisor to the commander of Operation 
Tomodachi, providing humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief following the earthquake, tsunami, and 
nuclear disaster in Japan. 
 
JEFF R. MOESCHLER 
Avionics Electrical Technician 
Third Class, USCG 

Petty Officer Moeschler been 
proudly serving in the Coast Guard 
for almost five years, and is currently 
a Third Class Avionics Electrical 
Technician, with duties ranging from 
trouble shooting aircraft systems and 
calibrating night vision goggles to 
aircrew responsibilities, such as 
operating the rescue hoist.  His Coast Guard 
assignments have taken him through the Panama Canal, 
the Aleutian Islands, North Carolina and California.  He 
recently transferred this summer from Air Station 
Kodiak, Alaska and now resides on Oahu.   
 

JASON D. NEUBAUER 
Commander, USCG 
Commander Neubauer graduated from the U. S. Coast 
Guard Academy in 1992 with a Bachelor’s in Marine 



Engineering and Naval 
Architecture.  His assignments 
have been predominantly within 
the Coast Guard’s Marine Safety 
Program, including past tours in 
Seattle, Louisiana, and St. Paul, 
MN, and five years at Coast 
Guard HQ in Washington, DC 
managing the Coast Guard’s 
foreign vessel examination 
program.  He helped to develop 
maritime security doctrine that was subsequently 
adopted by the International Maritime Organization.   
He became the Chief of the Prevention Department at 
U.S. Coast Guard Sector Honolulu in July 2008, 
overseeing inspections of foreign and domestic 
commercial vessels, investigations of marine accidents 
and management of the federal navigable waterways 
surrounding Hawaii and several remote Pacific Islands 
to include American Samoa.  
 
TERRY KIM 
Senior Airman, USAF 

Kim has been in the Air Force 
since 2008 and serves as a 
systems technician. He has 
served in communications 
squadrons in Oklahoma and 
Korea before coming to Hawaii.  
He has 56 credit hours towards 

his degree, likes to play sports 
and is involved with his 
community church. 
 
LEO VENTURA 
Transportation Security Manager 

Leo joined TSA in 2002 as a 
supervisory member of the Mobile 
Screening Force and was integral to 
the start-up of TSA by certifying 
officers nationwide, to include 
Baltimore, JFK, La Guardia, 
Chicago, North Carolina, Atlanta, 
Denver, Missoula, and Montana.  
Leo returned to Honolulu as a 
Supervisor and has been promoted 
three times, currently serving as Area Manager 
overseeing the Honolulu International Airport Main 
Terminal Checkpoints, responsible for the supervision 
of over 260 officers at 4 checkpoints with 13 screening 

lanes.  Leo has served in the Hawaii Army National 
Guard since 1983.  He is currently a Sergeant Major for 
the 29th Infantry Brigade Combat Team.   He deployed 
to Kuwait from August 2004 to August 2005 and to Iraq 
from August 2008 to August 2009.  He has a future 
deployment scheduled for Afghanistan.   
 
JACOB MAGARRO 
First Sergeant, Hawaii Army 
National Guard 

1SGT Magarro has served in the 
Guard for 21 years, as a 
Maintenance specialist.  He is a 
graduate of Waianae High School, 
has a BA, with honors, from 
Ashford University in 
Organizational Management, and 
is currently working on his Master 
of Arts degree in Organizational Management with a 
specialization in Organizational Leadership.  He is the 
Chief Instructor and Non-Commissioned Officer in 
Charge of the Maintenance Ordnance Training 
Company, Regional Training Site.  He has trained 
hundreds of Active, National Guard, and Army Reserve 
soldiers in the maintenance field.  He is currently 
preparing for deployment to Afghanistan in 2013. This 
will be 1SG Magarro's second deployment.  He 
deployed to Iraq from January 2004 to April 2005, 
earning the Combat Action Badge while performing his 
duties as a CH-47 helicopter flight engineer under direct 
enemy fire. 
 
CLEMENT JUNG 
Branch Chief for Plans  
and Operations 
Hawaii State Civil Defense 

Clement Jung is responsible for the 
development and maintenance of 
the State’s emergency response 
plans and the coordination of 
operations during emergency 
activation.   Mr. Jung has been 
involved in the State’s response to 
five federally declared disasters, including the October 
15, 2006, Kiholo Bay Earthquake.  He is also credited 
with assisting in the establishment of Hawaii’s Urban 
Search and Rescue Team.  This team is made up of 
medical and search volunteers, including canines, and 
aids local jurisdictions in searching for missing persons. 
Mr. Jung volunteers his time and expertise as a HAM 



radio operator in the community and organizes 
Amateur Radio classes.  He is currently assisting the 
Kailua Neighborhood Board in their disaster planning 
and working out a system to use HAM radios to 
quickly deliver emergency shelter status reports to the 
county and State Emergency Operating Centers. 
 
DOUGLAS LEE 
Metropolitan Police Officer M-II 

Officer LEE has been with HPD for 
15 years.  He is assigned to the 
District-3 Crime Reduction Unit 
and has served as a plainclothes 
officer for 8 years.   He has an 
outstanding working knowledge of 
criminal characters in District-3, 
and has been very successful in 
solving many high-profile crimes.  
In his spare time, he enjoys spending time with his 
wife and three daughters, as well as hunting, traveling 
to Lanai once a year for venison, and hunting for wild 
boar in the mountains of Oahu. 
 
BROCK WHITTINGTON 
Engineer/EMT, Federal Fire 
Department 
KEITH IMADA 
Firefighter/Paramedic, Federal 
Fire Department 

Whittington is an 8-year veteran of 
the Federal Fire Department and is 
with Engine 112A.   Imada has 4 
years of service and is with Medic-
8A.  They are being jointly 
recognized for their roles in the 
rescue of a 33 year old, 7 months 
pregnant woman who fell 30 feet 
off a cliff.  Whittington served as 
the Initial Incident Commander, 
directed overall incident 
management, evaluated extrication 
options, and assisted with patient 
extrication.  Imada provided 
advanced life support on scene and 
during extrication, including IV 
therapy, splinting an open fracture, 
ensuring cervical-spine precautions, 
assisting with patient extrication, 
and transporting the patient to a 
trauma center.   Upon arrival, the patient had an 

obvious open fracture to her left lower leg area.  She 
appeared to be in serious but stable condition.  Crews 
treated her using advanced life support procedures and 
packaged her on a backboard for extrication.  Her 
location was challenging given the difficult topography.  
Crews carried her along a beach area and then up an 
incline using ropes/anchor points to the top of the 
ridgeline.  The patient was then placed onboard an all-
terrain vehicle with fire personnel at side and 
transported to an awaiting ambulance.  The patient was 
transported to a trauma center in serious but stable 
condition and recovered. 
 
POMAIKAIOKALANI LOGAN 
AHINGA 
Firefighter, State of Hawaii 

Ahinga was born in Germany, but 
raised on Oahu, attending Leilehua 
HS and Honolulu Community 
College, receiving his Associates 
Degree in Fire Science.  In college 
he became a City and County 
lifeguard to gain more experience as 
an emergency medical first 
responder. Soon after, he became a Wildland Firefighter 
for the US Department of Agriculture, and fought fires 
in Washington, California, Oregon and Idaho, to 
include a 100,000-acre fire.  He helped rescue and save 
lives and countless properties.  He Joined the Air Force 
Reserves Fire Unit at Hickam and was the “Honor 
Graduate” at the fire academy.  He is presently a 
member of the Oahu Crash-Fire Unit at the Honolulu 
International Airport Station No.1, has responded to 
numerous Medical, Fuel Spill and In-flight emergencies 
and has resuscitated several patients.  
 
ARVIN LEONZON 
Firefighter, State of Hawaii 

Arvin Leonzon presently serves 
with the Oahu Crash-Fire Unit at 
the Honolulu International 
Airport.  This past August 15th he 
helped to contain a 3,000 gallon 
fuel spill at the airport saving 
millions of dollars in 
environmental damage.  He 
provided medical care for 250 
student volunteers who role-played injured passengers.  
He also served eight years in the US Air Force as a 
firefighter.  He was awarded an Army Achievement 
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Medal for his part in providing medical support for the 
2005 Boy Scout Jamboree mass casual incident in 
Virginia, triaging patients.  He has deployed to Iraq 
and received the Air Force Achievement Medal for 
quick action in leading an evacuation of twenty Army 
personnel that had just been victimized by a large 
vehicle-borne Improvised Explosive Device.  He is an 
avid member of the Wounded Warrior Program and 
donates blood every month at the Hawaii Blood Bank.  
 
DEBBI ELENEKI 
Fire Captain, Honolulu Fire 
Department 

As the HFD’s first female Fire 
Fighter (FF) and Captain, she has 
always proven herself to be more 
than capable to do what is expected 
of a firefighter.  But she has gone 
above and beyond with a special 
assignment in the Administrative 
Services Bureau, in charge of 
equipment procurement.  In her short time with the 
ASB, Captain Eleneki has taken on, sorted out, and 
implemented several key procurements.  Her tenacious 
and inquisitive ability has gotten through the ever-
intimidating, confusing, and frustrating realm known as 
the State Procurement Process.  If not for Captain 
Eleneki, HFD’s first responders would be outfitted 
with less than desirable equipment and safety gear.  
Many of the newest fire apparatus, helmets, protective 
clothing, boots and fire-resistive uniforms are a result 
of the long, hard hours she has put into her work.  She 
comes from a large family, many who are or were, in 
the fire service.   
 
DAVE TAKEHARA 
Battalion Chief, Honolulu Fire 
Department 

Chief Dave Takehara is assigned to 
Fire Operations and provides 
administrative support for the HFD’s 
rural divisions.  He is an experienced 
paramedic; a hazardous materials 
technician; a former HFD rescue 
technician; is Urban Search and 
Rescue (USAR)-trained; and is a 
skilled instructor.    He has utilized his administrative 
assignment to initiate training programs and has 
assisted with the City’s updated tsunami inundation 
zone identifications.  He continues to lecture fire 

fighters in becoming EMT certified.  He is a certified 
instructor at Queens and teaches classes such as 
Advanced Cardiovascular Life Support.  HFD has 
benefited in countless ways because of his endeavors. 
 
RACHAEL TOMAS 
Paramedic/Emergency 
Medical Dispatcher, EMS 

In June, she was on a flight to Las 
Vegas when a passenger became ill. 
Rachael stepped forward to offer 
assistance. The EMS Division 
received a letter from the stricken 
passenger, noting: "Let Rachael 
know how kind and competent she 
is. She is a genuine caring person.  I 
fainted on the plane and I can't 
thank you enough for being so kind and giving me so 
much care until we reached Las Vegas. On top of your 
care, you kindly let me have your 1st class seat while 
you sat on a stool in front of me monitoring my pulse 
and blood pressure.  Please accept my thanks for your 
kindness and care." 
 
KIM MIYASATO 
Emergency 
Medical Dispatcher, EMS.   

In June, she received a 9-1-1 call from 
a young woman who had witnessed 
gunshot wounds to her mother.  Kim 
managed the distraught young woman 
with calm and assertive conversation, 
directing her to apply first aid 
treatment while ascertaining important 
information to assist the pursuit of the 
suspect. Within the hour, Kim managed a second 9-1-1 
request for another gunshot victim. The caller, who was 
the patient, had run to hide while wounded, and was 
now secluded. Through Kim's calm but assertive 
conversation, she was able to isolate the patient's 
location, direct Police and Emergency Services, and 
calm and reassure the patient that help was quickly 
coming.  
 
JEFF SPENCER 
Staff member, City & County of Honolulu DEM 

Spencer has been a key staff member since 2004 (he 
served on a volunteer basis from 1995 to 2004) and has 
responded to all nature of emergencies throughout 



Oahu, to include hurricanes, 
tsunami, floods, earthquake, and 
high surf events. He is the 
coordinator between the County 
Emergency Operations Center and 
the Emergency Management 
Reserve Corps. He is often called 
in the middle of the night, usually 
with no little or no warning, and 
instantly makes himself available 
for duty. He dispatches Reservists 
to multiple locations to assist public safety officials.  
He supervises over 100 active volunteers and is 
responsible for their activation and safety during their 
field deployment.  He has also been a scoutmaster, 
coach, mentor, and a valued member of the 
community. He truly exemplifies the Aloha spirit in 
Hawaii. 
 
BRIAN HIGA 
Water Safety Officer 

Following are excerpts from a Star-
Bulletin article:  Brian Higa is a 
low-key guy who deflects talk 
about himself but takes his job 
seriously.  A lifeguard for 18 years, 
he reacted quickly in a daring 
rescue of a 19-year-old Canadian 
man sucked off a cliff by a 10-foot 
wave.  Lifeguard Hall Danon said 
he's been a lifeguard for 23 years and Higa's rescue 
ranks near the top of those he's witnessed.  Higa, 54, 
was on a routine patrol when he saw four people 
looking over the edge "oblivious to the waves," 
despite the warning signs posted along the beach. 
They were past the road's end at Yokohama Bay near 
an underground cave, called moi hole, that sends 
water spraying up onto the ground at its mouth.  He 
was about to warn the gawkers to move back, but was 
still about 200 yards away when a wave about 10 feet 
high crashed against the cave, spraying water over the 
edge.  The group was waving for help when he 
arrived, and Higa saw the man in the water, struggling 
to stay afloat. "Waves were just washing him like a 
piece of debris.”  Sharp rocks threatened the man, and 
Higa was in a rush to get him away from the moi hole.  
"People get stuck in there, and they die," he said. 
"When it's that rough it's kind of like a no-man's 
zone."  Higa radioed to his partner that he was going 
after the man, put on his fins and helmet, and jumped 

off the 25-foot cliff "running man-style" with a rescue 
tube in hand, timing his leap to land in a swell.  He 
reached his target, who was still conscious, placed him 
inside the tube and began a quarter-mile swim along 
the coast to a hole in the cliff, known as the keyhole.  
Higa's partner Kekua Flood, who was on the rocks, 
signaled that it was OK to make a break for the slot, 
which Higa saw as a one-time shot: if he missed, he 
would have to swim another half-mile down the coast. 
While a lifeguard on a Jet Ski was on the way, Higa 
didn't want to risk getting caught against the rocks in a 
large set.  Higa had just swam against the current about 
300 yards and was across the cliff opening with about 
100 yards to go when he was became stuck in a vortex 
of currents coming from the moi hole and around the 
point.  "He was swimming like trying to win the 
Olympics."  Because of Higa's knowledge of the surf, 
and how often the sets come in, he went for the hole to 
the disbelief of others who thought they should wait for 
the Jet Ski.  Higa reached shore about 10 minutes after 
jumping in and was met by firefighters at the scene. 
Paramedics took the victim to the hospital in stable 
condition.  Once the men were back on land, a large set 
came in, crashing against the rocks as the lifeguard on a 
Jet Ski arrived.  "If (Higa) had waited any further, the 
victim and the rescuer would have just been like 
splatter against the lava rocks," Danon said. "It just 
went crazy. (Had they been there) it was death."  Higa 
was recognized by Mayor Carlisle for his actions 
and was also the recipient of the United States 
Lifesaving Association's Valor Award last month.  
 
TOMMY B. K. LAU 
Master Sergeant, USAF, Retired 

Tommy Lau was born and raised in 
Honolulu and attended McKinley 
High School.  On December 7, 
1941, he was in a US Navy 
National Defense Training program 
for aircraft engine skills and was 
called into employment at Ford 
Island four days later.   He joined 
the Navy, serving through WWII as 
an Air Motor Mechanic testing aircraft.  After the war, 
he volunteered for Occupation duty in Germany and 
went on flying status July 1947 as a crewmember on a 
C47, flying in the Berlin Airlift.  Discharged from 
active duty in 1949, Tommy joined the Hawaii Air 
National Guard then transferred into the Air Force 
Reserve.  In July 1951, he was recalled to active duty in 



the Air Force during the Korean Conflict and flew 
medical missions between Korea and Hawaii, flying 
several missions with Don Ho.  Tommy participated in 
four atomic tests, and flew from Ireland to North 
Africa for League of Nations police work.   After 
retirement from the military, Tommy worked for Navy 
Public Works for 16 years till 1982.  He is a member of 
the American Legion, VFW, DAV, National 
Association of Atomic Vets and a volunteer at the Aero 
Space Museum on Ford Island.  His decorations 
include an Air Medal for emergency repair of landing 
gear while landing, and an Air Medal with Oak Leaf 
Cluster for 47 Combat Support Missions in Viet Nam. 
Tommy served 42 years in the Army, Navy, Air Force 
and DOD, with total flying time of 17,234 hours.   

 

100th Battalion/442nd Regimental Combat Team 
We have a special recognition today for one of 
Hawaii’s most treasured legacies.  When the United 
States entered World War II in 1941, there were 5,000 
Japanese Americans in the U.S. Armed Forces. Many 
were discharged when Pearl Harbor was attacked and 
those of draft age were classified as "enemy aliens," 
despite being U.S. citizens. 

In Hawaii, however, a battalion of Nisei was formed in 
May 1942. After the attack on Pearl Harbor, they had 
been segregated from the Hawaii National Guard 
because they were of Japanese descent.  As the 100th 
Infantry Battalion, they were sent to North Africa in 
June of 1943 where they joined the 34th Division in 
combat. 
By September 1943, they were sent to Italy, joining the 
36th (Texas) Infantry Division where they saw fierce 
combat and came to be known as the "Purple Heart 
Battalion" due to their high casualty rate. 

In June of 1944, the 442nd joined forces with the 100th 
Infantry Battalion in Europe and incorporated the 
100th into the 442nd.  The 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team was made up of Nisei volunteers from Hawaii 
and the mainland.  Many of these men joined from 
internment camps, where their families were still being 
held.   

Their heaviest fighting came in late January 1944, at 
Monte Cassino. The 100th landed in Italy with about 
1,300 Soldiers. They started at Monte Cassino with 
around 800. They finished that battle with about 500.  
The 100th fought for a total of 18 months in both Italy 
and France. 

The 100th Infantry Battalion earned three Presidential 
Unit Citations, 1,703 Purple Hearts, 8 Medals of Honor, 
16 Distinguished Service Crosses, 147 Silver Stars, 
2,173 Bronze Stars and 30 Division Commendations. 

The Congressional Gold Medal, the highest civilian 
award awarded by the United States Congress, was 
awarded to the 100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team, and Military Intelligence 
Service (MIS), U.S. Army, for their dedicated service in 
World War II by the United States Congress on Nov. 2, 
2011.  

The members of the MIS were in many ways America's 
secret weapon in the war with Japan. Because of them, 
General MacArthur could later say that "Never in 
military history did any army know so much about the 
enemy prior to an actual engagement." 

Through their tireless efforts during the war, they 
hastened its end and therefore ensured that countless 
more lives were not lost. And through their tireless 
efforts after the war, they laid the groundwork for the 
close relationship that the U.S. and Japan has enjoyed, 
against all odds, ever since. 

In the words of one veteran who received the medal: 
"We tried to accomplish everything by living up to the 
tradition of ‘Go for Broke’ or going all out for 
everything asked of us. We who are still able to be here 
accept the Congressional Gold Medal with pride and 
humility." 

We are fortunate today to have representatives of 
Hawaii’s WWII service members with us today, both in 
the flesh, and in spirit: 
 

ALBERT YOKOYAMA, and 
SADAO “SPUD” MUNEMORI 

Represented by daughter and niece, 
respectively, JaniceTrubitt. 

Albert Yokoyama, Janice’s father, 
served in the 100th BN, and is 
deceased. 

Janice’s uncle, “Spud” Munemori, 
also served in the 100th BN, and was 
killed in action in 1945.  When his 
unit was pinned down in a mountain 
assault and command of the squad devolved on him 
with the wounding of its regular leader, he made 
frontal, one-man attacks through direct fire and knocked 
out two machine guns with grenades. Withdrawing 
under murderous fire and showers of grenades from 

Janice Trubitt 



other enemy emplacements, he had nearly reached a 
shell crater occupied by two of his men when an 
unexploded grenade bounced off his helmet and rolled 
toward his helpless comrades. He arose into the 
withering fire, dived for the missile and smothered its 
blast with his body.  He was a posthumous recipient of 
the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Janice traveled to Washington DC last month to 
receive the Congressional Gold Medal on their behalf.  

 

TADASHI OTAGURO, and  
MASARU OTAGURO  
Represented by their sister, Kitty 

Hamasu. 

Tadashi was killed in action 
while serving with the 100th BN. 

Masaru served with the Military 
Intelligence Service, and is now 
deceased.  

 

MITSUO "TED" HAMASU 
Staff Sergeant, US Army 
(retired), 100th BN 

Now 92, Hamasu was drafted 
into the Hawaii National Guard 
in 1940.   Hamasu left the Army 
after World War II, only to re-
enlist again in time to serve in 
the Korean War. He served in 
the U.S. Army until his 
retirement in 1963 as a Staff 
Sergeant. Following his military 
retirement he served as a 
Department of the Navy civilian until his civilian 
retirement in 1986.  He and his wife Kitty have seven 
children, to include Tsurumi Hamasu, here with us 
today.  Hamasu received the Congressional Gold 
Medal on November 2.   

PP Bruce Fink gave a brief history of the Heroes 
luncheon referencing former member Jim Daniels’ 
story about the attack on Pearl Harbor.  Bruce then 
introduced guest speaker General David Bramlett as a 
Great Rotarian, a Great Friend to the Pearl Harbor 
Rotary Club, and a Great American.   

General Bramlett retired after 32 years of service as the 
commander U.S. Army Forces Command, after serving 
as Deputy Commander in Chief and Chief of Staff, U.S. 
Pacific Command, Camp H. M. Smith, Hawaii. 

General Bramlett graduated from the United States 
Military Academy in 1964 and was commissioned a 
second lieutenant of Infantry.  

He served two tours in Vietnam and had numerous 
command and staff positions.  

His career also includes tours of duty as Deputy 
Director, Plans, Policy and Programs Directorate, U.S. 
Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Florida 
and Assistant Division Commander, 25th Infantry 
Division, Hawaii. Prior to assuming command of the 
6th Infantry Division (Light), he was Commandant of 
Cadets, U.S. Military Academy, West Point, New York. 

General Bramlett said to the heroes, “Thank you, thank 
you for what you do, we salute you whether wearing the 
uniform of the Armed Services or those who routinely 
take care of us. It is a fitting time to gather to remember 
Pearl Harbor. That was when we first began to 
understand the concept of First Responders.  The term 
First Responders is a new term and came about from 
periods of crisis both manmade and natural disasters to 
describe those who are there first to render aid or 
control the situation to make it safer for all of us.  When 
Pearl Harbor was attacked, we saw what first 
responders did, the fireman and police and serviceman 
from around the island responded.   

The 100th BN, 442nd is the single most decorated unit of 
its size in history, the members of this Nisei unit did not 
want to be called heroes, they just wanted to be called 
Americans.   

Our service men and women 
who will deploy right after 
Christmas and those who are 
now deployed continue to 
defend us, just as those with the 
Police, Fire, EMS, Life Guards, 
and Homeland Security keep us 
safe.  David said some are 
embarrassed to be called Heroes, 
but it is the best word we know, 
“public servant” doesn’t get it 
for what you do!  You do things 
routinely never knowing when 
that moment will come when 
you must put your life on the 
line.  Our country knows who they can depend on.  We 

Kitty Hamasu 

Ted Hamasu 

Connie &  

General Bramlett 



are also very grateful to your families for their 
sacrifice.   

President Connie thanked David for his presentation 
and asked him to sign a children’s book The Night 
Before Christmas by Clement Moore and illustrated 
by Jan Brett which will be donated to Aiea 
Elementary School in his honor. 

PP Ernie Anderson led us in the Four-Way-Test. 

December 

Family Month 

Dec 12:  Lani Almanza, American Cancer Society 

Dec 19:  Holiday Fun & Games 

Dec 26:  DARK  

THE 4THE 4--WAY TESTWAY TEST  

 

Of the things we think, say or doOf the things we think, say or do  

1.  Is it the TRUTH?1.  Is it the TRUTH?  

‘Oia ’i’o i keia o’lelo‘Oia ’i’o i keia o’lelo  

2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?2.  Is it FAIR to all concerned?  

Kupono ia ka kouKupono ia ka kou  

3.  Will it BUILD GOODWILL and3.  Will it BUILD GOODWILL and  

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?  

Kukulu lokomaika’i a me pilialoha maika’i a’eKukulu lokomaika’i a me pilialoha maika’i a’e  

4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?4.  Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?  

Pono ia ka kouPono ia ka kou 

Cdr Neubauer, John Mihl- 

bauer & Tech Moeschler 

Harriett 

Weissman 

Stephanie Wilson 

Missy & Cdr Jonathan Odom 

Sam Heard serving eggnog 

Pat Anderson, Sergeant Magarro 

& Ernie Anderson 
Specialist Harvey, Mimi & 

Debbie Deibler 

Steve Dyer 


