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President Connie Kraus welcomed members and guests to the 2853rd 
meeting of the Rotary Club of Pearl Harbor where we look toward the 
future, keep our hearts in the present, and Reach within to Embrace 
Humanity!  

Providing our inspiration was Bruce Fink inducted May 4, 1998 
sponsored by John Scudder, Bruce works for US Pacific Command. 

Leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance was Ernie Anderson inducted 
Dec. 30, 1991 sponsored by Bob Desjardins.  Ernie is principal broker 
for Ernest G. Anderson, Realtors. 

Our song leader was Jeff Deer inducted August 1, 1981 sponsored by 
Herb Robisch, Jeff works for Bonded Materials Company and led us 
in singing “You are my Sunshine”. 

 
Acting Sergeant-at-Arms Willa Gardner welcomed Current District 
Leadership:  Mel Kumasaka - ADG North Central Oahu, Steve Dyer – 
District Alumni Committee Co-Chair, 
Bruce Fink - HRYF Board Member, 
Harvey Gray - District Newsletter.  
Rotarian Guests Within District 5000:  
Alan Lloyd (Windward).  Speakers and 
Other Distinguished Guests:  Ken 
DeHoff, Executive Director, Pacific 
Aviation Museum and Robbie Adams – 
Ambassadorial Scholar to Scotland.   
Tanya DeHoff wife of Ken DeHoff, 
April Emerson - Aviation Museum, 
Carol Arnott – Aviation Museum, 
Sarah Fry – Pearl Harbor Ship Yard 

Rotary International 
www.rotary.org 
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Public Affairs guest of 
Alice and Bee Clark, 
Scott Ballentyne guest 
of Raymond Noh. 
D o r e e n  H i g a , 
President, Pearlridge 
C l u b ,  M a r t h a 
Camacho, President, 
Waiawa-Wailua Club, 
Wendal Nakota , 
President, Mililani 
Sunrise Club, guests of 

Connie Kraus. 

Member Birthday: Willa Gardner, July 2nd. Member 
Wedding Anniversary: Alice and Bee Clark, July 3rd. 
Spouses Birthday:  Flo Lum, July4th. 

“I Can” donators: Alice and Bee Clark, Willa 
Gardner, Connie and Gene Kraus, Jeff Sarver, 
Stefanie Wilson.  Thanks for donating to the 
FoodBank.  

Happy Bucks: Bee Clark $30 to the Club for 30th 
years of marriage.  Dudley Fullard-Leo $20 to the 
Club in honor of Connie’s presidency.  Harvey Gray 
$20 to the Club for having April and Carol here, they 
were a big help during Swirls, for Tanya who sold a 
lot of tickets for us and for Ken DeHoff who has been 
instrumental in our having the great venue for our 
fundraiser.  Gene Kraus $20 to the Club, he is happy 
to have Connie back in the Kitchen.  Ted Meeker $20 
to the Club honoring Connie’s presidency, Raymond 
Noh $20 to the Club congratulating Connie on a good 
year and for last weeks Channel Marker with the 
Father’s Day stories.  Doug Taylor $20 to the Club 
honoring Harvey Gray and his work producing the 
Channel Marker.  Mel Kumasaka $10 to the Club in 
honor of Connie’s presidency and the club’s good 
year , Doreen Higa $10 to the Club, it has been nice to 
have met Connie, Wendal and Martha, and for a 
good year. Martha Camacho $5 to the Club for a 
good year, she enjoyed meeting the presidents and 
because Connie is a supporter of their fundraiser Rock 
and Roll night.  Wendal Nakota $10 to the Club 
because it’s been nice to get to know the other 
presidents and he was able to play golf here on Friday.  
Robbie Adams $5 to the Club thanking us for our 

support of her as an Ambassadorial Scholar. 

Connie announced that we are Dark on July 2nd in 
celebration of the 4th of July holiday. 

Jeff Sarver asked the members to keep Mimi Deibler 
in our prayers; she is in the hospital recovering from a 
pacemaker implant. 

Martha Camacho promoted her club’s fundraiser 
“Rock and Roll Night”, proceeds go toward 
scholarships. 

Connie presented two awards:  

The Quiet Rotarian Award to Patrick Matsumoto for 
taking charge of the scholarship committee and doing 
a great job. 

The Spirit Award to Willa Gardner for her 
enthusiasm as new Rotarian, she researched rotary 
websites, attended a Club Assembly before becoming 
a member.  She has been on the scholarship 
committee, Swirls committee, and filled in as Sergeant 
at Arms. Helped out with the dictionary project and 
Keiki Vision and is now a Director on the 2012-2013 
Board.  

Our Club received the following District Awards:  
Presidential Citation, District Governor’s 
Distinguished Literacy Award, D5000 Literacy 
Award, and Per Capita Award, 1st runner up in the 
large club division. 

Connie presented Ken DeHoff with a check for 
$4,000.00 as a donation to the Aviation Museum’s 
educational programs and asked Ken to tell us about 
their programs. 

Ken explained that this 
past week was 
wonderful, the Navy 
league convention was 
in town and they came 
to the museum 
Thursday night.  In 
addition to the Navy 
League event, there are 
19 other events 
scheduled for this 
month and some 
20,000 visitors.   

We are becoming an International museum, not just in 
the airplanes we have.  Last year at this time, I was in 

Scott Ballentyne & Raymond 

Ken DeHoff, $4,000 Check & 
Connie  



Australia picking up a Nakajima “Kate” torpedo 
bomber that was turned over to the New Zealand Air 
Force on October 15, 1945.  They allowed a Japanese 
pilot, escorted by 6 Corsairs, to fly the plane to a New 
Zealand air base.  But when the war ended, they 
pushed it into the weeds and left it there.  We are now 
restoring the plane in New Zealand.   

The museum has an F5 Freedom fighter that was 
flown by South Koreans and we will develop an 
exhibit with that airplane.  In addition, we picked up a 
MIG 21 that was built by the Czechs, which the North 
Vietnamese flew.  We have a Douglas C47 that was a 
troop transport that parachuted soldiers into New 
Guinea, the Philippines and into Australia for about 30 
years.  From an airplane prospective we are becoming 
an international museum. 

The people that are coming to the museum are also 
international including a lot of Japanese and next year 
1,500 Chinese with China Amway are coming to the 
museum for an event.   

We are really proud of our education program because 
it continues to grow.  This year we have “Discover the 
Future of Aviation”, about 800 children come in and 
learn from professionals in the industry what the 
career opportunities are.  The youngest were 5 and 6 
year olds to ROTC and college age students.  This is 
the third year we have done this program. 

Educational Programs:  On June 2nd, we held the 
Battle of Midway symposium; we brought in speakers 
from Japan, the Naval War College in Rhode Island, 
the National Park Service and our own speakers from 
the museum for this two day event. 

We had about 500 people participate in The Venus 
Transit Program with UH.  Our Barnstorming program 
is made up of two simulators, a wind tunnel and four 
instructors who go to sixth grade classes and teach the 
principals of flying, what flight controls do on 
simulators and four different scientific experiments.  
One of the experiments is to hold two Ping-Pong balls 
on a string about four inches apart, than you take a 
straw and below on it.  What do you think they do?  
They come together!  This is the Bernelle’s Principal. 

We are starting the Flight School for Girls - Three 
Days of High Flying Fun to be held four times this 
summer.  It is already sold out and we have been 
asked to expand the program.  Immersive, hands on 
activities with an emphasis on Pacific aviation, the 
students can explore scientific principles of flight 
through demonstrations and experiments.  They learn 
to "fly" in the Museum's Flight Lab and operate 
remote controlled aircraft.  The girls will meet the 

pioneers of aviation as costumed characters. 

Capital Campaign to include with a Museum Connect 
program through the American Museum Association, 
we were selected out of 40 candidates to receive a 
$75,000 grant to take our children to Chang Do China 
and to bring their children here to do an exchange 
program to learn what the principals of ethics are.  

All this is possible because we have a fantastic staff 
and Board of Directors, Harvey Gray is a member of 
the Board.  We are about building a museum that 
shares education around the world, not just what 
happened during war, but what happened in aviation 
around the Pacific.   

What can we do for you?  Holding the Swirls is one 
activity, but we have speeches and presentations we 
can share some of the ideas of aviation with your club.  
We can host events at the museum, everything from 
birthdays, weddings, and other celebrations.  We can 
even go up in the Control Tower.  Our goal is to reach 
every sixth grade class in Hawaii with our 
Barnstorming program.  We have a scholarship 
program for anyone who is interested in aviation; it 
supports people of all ages.   

This summer we have the Biggest Little Air Show 
event, August 18th and 19th.  Last year we had over 
10,000 people over the two day event. 

Ken thanked the club for all we do for the community 
and for the donation to the museum. 

Museum website:  www.pacificaviationmuseum.com. 

Steve Dyer introduced Rotary Ambassadorial 
Scholar, Robbie Adams, a local girl, who is studying 
in Scotland at St. 
Andrews University 
and will be going to 
Bosnia.     

Robbie said that 

without the help of 

this club and 

Pearlridge Club I 

would not have had 

this opportunity.  I 

met Steve about a 

year and a half ago he connected me with the 

Pearlridge Club which sponsored me.  St. Andrews is 

the first golf course in the world; some people say it is 

the hardest.  I chose St Andrews University because it 

has a Peace and Conflict studies program in the 

International Relations program.  All of my classes are 

finished, but I have to do my dissertation.  This 

Robbie Adams & Steve Dyer 

http://www.pacificaviationmuseum.com


program has made me more dedicated to peace and I 

am hoping to help people move on after these horrific 

situations.  I am interested in helping displaced persons 

due to conflict; St. Andrews has such a program that 

sent us to Bosnia for a week in March.  What I found 

out there that internally displaced people have not been 

given permanent housing, after 16 years they are still 

living in temporary housing.  Sometimes, these places 

are abandon building such as schools and hospitals that 

were not designed for humans to actually live there, so 

there is not sanitation.  I will be going back to Bosnia 

from here to try to figure out why this is, money and 

politics play a roll. 

My first week in Bosnia, I met some amazing people 

with some bad experiences who are moving forward 

with their lives.  After I finish my 15,000 word 

dissertation, I will go back to help people get permanent 

housing, but I will be interviewing people who have 

actually been through the war. 

In answering some questions, Robbie said she grew up 

on the Big Island and went college in Massachusetts, 

came home for about six years, working at the State 

Capital and with the Red Cross and the East West 

Center.  At the State Capital she received hands on 

experience as to how policy really works. 

When asked about the war, Robbie said that the War in 

Yugoslavia happened in 1992 to 1995, in the “heart” of 

Yugoslavia which is surrounded by Croatia, 

Macedonia, and Serbia.  Tito, the dictator, had been in 

power and was able to suppress the ethnic hatreds in the 

area, however when he died, the old hatreds returned.   

After the war, the International community pulled out 

and now the tensions are rising again.  The 

unemployment rate is 40%, the youth see no future.  

Scotland is wonderful, it 

has been an amazing year 

and I thank all of you for 

that. 

President Connie 

thanked both Ken DeHoff 

and Robbie Adams for 

their presentations and 

asked them to sign a 

children’s book, Kaimana, 

Big and Strong by Dorian Nakamichi, which will be 

July 
 

Jul 9:  CDR Curtis Leyshon, Naval Special Warfare 

Jul 16:  Alvin Wong, Happiest Man in America 

Jul 23:  Rick Kang, Hui Ho’omalu, Foster Care 

Jul 30:  TBA 

donated to Aiea Elementary School in their honor. 

President Connie invited President Elect Doug 

Taylor to the podium.  Connie remarked that a year 

ago she did not really want to be President, but now 

that she knows what she is doing it is time to give up 

the position and that she 

has really enjoyed the 

year. 

Connie pinned the 

perpetual President’s pin 

on Doug, gave him the 

gavel and hung the new 

Rotary International 

banner on the podium. 

President Doug Taylor led us in the Four-Way-Test. 

Ken, Robbie & Connie 


